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 Qtaqn w tl j atig

 By  S. J. McCARTHY.

 " The Chiefs of Munster, of the fortress of the Shannon,
 Aro of the seed of Eoghan, the son of Olioll;
 Mac Carthy, the enforcer of the tributes,
 Is like a storm-lifted wave lashing the shore."

 -O'iHEERIN.

 HE MacCarthys are a Milesian
 family, and are of the race of Heber,
 who was the eldest son of Milesius,
 and who died about 1700 years

 before Christ. The 47th in descent from

 Heber was Olioll Olum, King of Munster about
 the end of the second century after Christ.

 He was the first of his line named on the Royal Roll
 as King of the two Munsters.(s) Olioll had three sons,
 of whom the eldest was Eoghan Caomh, also called iMior,
 whose descendants are called Eoghanachts or Eugenians.
 The MacCarthys have been considered the head family
 of the Eugenians, and in fact the head family of the
 line of Heber. It is doubtful, however, whether they
 can rightly claim this distinction on the score of
 seniority of birth. From that point of view it is claimed
 by the O'Sullivans. For a clear understanding of the
 question we must come down a few centuries. Aodh

 (I) i.e. Thomond or North Munster, and Desmond or South Munster both
 together being nearly conterminous with the present province of Mwnster.,
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 Duff, the sixth Christian King of the two Munsters (circa
 575 A.D.), the tenth in descent from Olioll Olum, had
 two sons, one of whom was Failbe Flann, from whom
 the MacCarthys descend, and the other Finghin, the
 ancestor of the O'Sullivans. The question is, which
 of the two brothers was the senior? It is certain not
 only that Finghin reigned before Failbe Flann, but that
 two other monarchs, Aodh Beannan and Cathal, reigned
 in the interval. (2) These facts no doubt raise a strong
 presumption in favour of Finghin's seniority, though,
 having regard to the peculiar operation of the Law of
 Tanistry, not a conclusive presumption. Whichever of
 the two clans was the senior, there can be no doubt that
 the MacCarthys held the leading position in Munster.
 O'Hart considers that they owed that position not so
 much to primogeniture as to the praiseworthy part which
 they took in the wars against the Danes, to the impartial
 exercise of the authority which they enjoyed, and the
 possession of that authority on the arrival of Henry II.,
 by whom Dermod MacCarthy, on his submission, was
 acknowledged as King of Desmond.

 I now propose to give a short account of the
 ancestors of the MacCarthys from as far back as
 authentic information is available, that is to say, from
 the second century of the Christian era. It is necessary
 to mention here that the first member of the sept who
 assumed the name " MacCarthy " was Muiredach
 (A.D. 1011-92), Lord of Eoghanacht Caisil, and son of
 Cartach, Prince of Desmond, who died in 1045, from
 whom the family name is taken.

 Eoghan Mor, the father of Olioll Olum (and the
 grandfather of the Eoghan already mentioned, with
 whom he must not be confounded), who was forty-
 seventh in descent from Milesius, and was also called

 (2) It appears that the O'Sullivan Mor unually presided at meetings of the
 Munster Chiefs, even when McCarthy Mor was present. According to Windele
 the ceremony of the McCarthy Mor's inauguration .was presided over by the
 O'Sullivan Mor and O'Donoghue Mor. It book place, he states, at Lisban-na-Cahir
 in Kerry (This is doubtless the place called Lisbane in the parish of Killinane,
 about 13 miles to the south west of Kells station, as there is no other townland of
 that name in Kerry.)
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 Mogha Nuadhat, from Nuadhat, (s) King of Leinster,
 who was his foster father, came to the throne of Munster
 about the middle of the second century. From all
 accounts, Eoghan appears to have been a wise and politic
 prince. He was certainly a great warrior. He contended
 with Conn Cead Catha (i.e., Conn of the "Hundred
 Battles," so called from his great valor) for the
 Sovereignty of Ireland, and succeeded after long warfare,
 and after winning ten decisive battles, in forcing Coun
 to divide with him the Kingdom in two equal parts.
 The boundary between them was the long ridge of sand-
 hills called Esker Riada, extending between Dublin and
 G(alway. Eoghan reserved for himself the southern
 part, which he called "Leath Mogha" (or Mogha's
 half), the northern part allotted to Conn being called
 "Leath Cuinn" (i.e., Conn's half). However, peace
 between two such warlike princes could not last long,
 and Eoghan afterwards met many reverses. It is certain
 that, at one period of his life, he was so thoroughly
 beaten, and his fortunes were at so low an ebb, that he
 had to fly to Spain, where he remained for some years
 until after marrying Beara, the daughter of Heber, King
 of Chstile, he entered into a confederacy with her
 brother, Prince Fraoch, to make another attempt to
 wrest the sovereignty of Ireland from Conn Cead Catha.
 To this end they collected a powerful army, with which
 they set sail for Ireland. Landing with his army on
 the north side of Bantry Bay, Eoghan called the
 harbour Bear, after his wife, whose name is still pre-
 served in those of the town of Berehaven and of the

 island and barony of Bear. After another prolonged
 struggle, both armies tought a desperate battle in
 A.D. 192, on the plains of Moylena, in which Conn was
 victorious, and Eoghan was slain. According to
 O'Flaherty, the scene of their battle was in the ancient
 barony of Fircall, in the King's County, where there

 (3) From this King according to O'Donovan, Maynooth derives its name
 (Magh Nuadhat Le. Nuadhat's Plain.)
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 are still to be seen two hillocks, in one of which was
 buried the body of Eoghan Mor and in the other that of
 Fraoch, the Spanish Prince, who was also slain in that
 battle.

 Eoghan, by the Princess Beara, had issue one son,
 Olioll Olum, and two daughters, Caomheall and Scot-
 niamh. The son, Olioll Olum, who succceeded him, was
 the first of his line named in the Royal Roll as King of
 both Munsters. He was almost as renowned as his

 father, and is usually taken as the starting point in
 tracing the genealogies of the Munster families. He
 had married, as had been stipulated at the time of the
 division of Ireland between his father and Conn Cead

 Catha, Sabina (or Sadhbd), daughter of the latter, and
 who was at the time widow of Mac Niadh, chief of the
 Sept of Darin, descended from Ithe. By MacNiadh she
 had one son, named Lugaidh, commonly called Luy
 Maccon. In 237 Olioll Olum, seconded by the three
 sons of Cairbre, Monarch of Ireland, raised an army
 against Nemetheus, Prince of Munster, and Luy Macconn.
 When the latter reached man's estate he demanded from

 Olioll Olum, his stepfather, the fulfillment of an agree-
 ment that had been made giving him a portion of
 Munster. Not only did Olioll refuse this, but also
 banished Maccon from Ireland. Upon this the latter
 repaired to Scotland. After some time, having gathered
 an army there, he returned to Ireland, and with the help
 of a large number of his followers, made war upon
 Olioll. The latter was aided by his brother-in-law,
 Art-Ean-Fhear, the monarch of Ireland, and son of Conn
 Cead Catha. There was a battle fought at Magh
 Mucromha, near Athenry, where the monarch, Art, lost
 his life, and his army was totally defeated. The result
 of this victory was that Luy Mac Conn become Monarch
 of Ireland. Munster he left to his stepfather, Olioll.
 The latter, having only two sons living, named Cormac
 Cas and Cian, settled his Kingdom on Cormac, the
 elder of the two. But afterwards coming to know that
 Eoghan Mor, his eldest son, who had been slain at Magh
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 Mucromha, had left a son, Fiacha Maolleathan, born
 after his father's death, Olioll ordained that Cormac Cas
 should reign after himself, and that on Cormac's death
 the Sovereignty should revert to the elder branch, in
 the person of Fiacha Maolleathan, and that thereafter
 the throne should be held alternately by Dalcassians and
 Eugenians. But, as we shall see later on, this arrange-
 ment was not carried into effect.

 From the three sons of Olioll Olum, i.e., Eoghan
 Mior, Cormac Cas, and Cian, are descended the Heberian
 nobility and gentry of Munster, and other parts of
 Ireland. From Eoghan Mor descend the MacCarthys,
 O'Sullivans, O'Keeffes, O'Mahonys, O'Donoghues, and
 the rest of the ancient nobility of Desmond.

 From Cormac Cas descend the group of families
 comprised in the name Dal Cais (anglicised
 " Dalcassians "), which were chiefly located in that part
 of Thomond which forms the present County of Clare,
 and which included the O'Briens, MacMahons, Mac-
 Namaras, etc.

 From the third son, Cian, are descended the Clan
 Cian, located mostly in Ormond, or East Munster, the
 chief family amongst them being the O'Carrolls, Princes
 of Ely.

 Fiacha Maolleathan, the only son of Eoghan Mor,
 succeeded his uncle, Cormac Cas, in the Sovereignty of
 the two Munsters, under the arrangement above referred
 to, made by Oh1oll Olum. He was the fifth King of
 " Leath Mogha." In 270 Cormac Ulfada, the Monarch
 of Ireland, invaded Munster in order to compel the King
 of that country to pay him an additional tribute. Fiacha
 promptly assembled all his forces, and marched against
 the monarch, whom he encountered at Cnoc Luinge.
 His presence struck such terror amongst the invading
 army that it turned tail and fled back into Leinster.
 Fiacha pursued it with such relentlessness that he
 forced the monarch to seek terms. The King of Munster
 consented, but insisted on retaining as hostages the Chief
 Lords of Cormac Ulfada's Court until that Monarch had
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 furnished ample compensation for the damage caused to
 the people of Munster by his incursion. Not very long
 afterwards Fiacha was assassinated by a prince of his
 house named Conla (a descendant of Cian, third son of
 Olioll Olum) as he was bathing in the river Suir at a
 place called Ath-Uisioll. He left two sons, Olioll Flann
 Mor and Olioll Flann Beg.

 Mogh Corb, son of Cormac Cas, succeeded Fiacha
 Maolleathan in the Sovereignty of the two Munsters
 and that of Leath Mogha. In 291 he joined his maternal
 uncle, Oisin, son of Fion Mac Cumhal, at the head of the
 " Fianna " (or Irish Militia) (4 ), who had been driven to
 revolt by the treatment of Ciarbre Liffeachar, Monarch of
 Ireland and Aodh King of Connaught. M.ogh Corb and
 his ally entered Leinster, and engaged in a battle with
 the Monarch at a place called Gabhra, near the Royal
 Palace of Tara. Cairbre and 2,000 of his men were
 killed; but the greater number of the famous Irish
 Militia perished in the conflict. Mogh Corb was after-
 wards defeated and slain at the battle of Spaltrack, in
 Munster, fighting against Hugh, King of Connaught.

 Olioll Flann Beg, son of Fiacha Maolleathan,
 succeeded Mogh Corb, and ruled over the two Munsters
 for thirty years. He had an elder brother, Olioll Flann
 Mor, who, having no issue, adopted his younger brother,
 as his heir, on condition that his (Olioll Flann Mor's)
 name should be entered in the family pedigree as father
 of Olioll Flann Beg. So it has been entered in several
 copies with the above reason assigned.

 Corc, son of Lugaidh, the eldest son of Olioll Flann
 Beg, had, in his youth, to fly to Scotland to escape from
 the amorous attentions of his stepmother, Daela.
 According to another version, it would appear that in
 consequence of a charge made by his stepmother, he
 incurred his father's wrath, who obliged him to leave
 Ireland and betake himself to Scotland. It is even said
 that the father sent a secret message to Feredach Fionn,

 (4) They were a body of organised professional fighting men under the leader-
 ship of Fionn Mac Cumhail.
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 King of the Picts, to put him to death, without delay,
 on his arrival. But if this was so, the father's wishes
 were not destined to be fulfilled, and Core married
 Feredach's daughter, Mong Fionn. After her death, he
 came back to Ireland, and married secondly Bebhionn,
 daughter of Aongus, King of Corcaluighe. His father
 being now dead, he laid claim to the throne of Munster.
 He had a rival claimant in the person of Conall
 Eachluath, a prince of the Dalcassian branch, whom
 Criomthan, Monarch of Ireland (himself a member of the
 Eugenian branch, being grandson of Daire Corb, Corc's
 uncle) desired to place on the vacant throne. But the
 senior race of Eoghan Mor resisted his claim. The
 matter being referred to the Brehons of Munster, they
 decided in favour of Corc, who had already displayed a
 high degree of wisdom and valour. It is worthy of note
 that Core was the first King of Munster who made Cashel
 the Royal residence. Though he never became a
 Christian, he was one of the three princes chosen by the
 Parliament of Tara to examine and put in order the
 monuments of antiquity, genealogies and records of the
 Kingdom. With these were associated Saints Patrick,
 Benignus, and Carioch, and the Chief Brehons. Core,
 by his first wife, had several sons, one of whom was
 Maine Leamhna, the ancestor of " Mor Mhaor Leamhna,
 i.e., Great Steward of Lennox, from whom are descended
 Scotch and English Kings of the Stuart Dynasty.

 Aongus (or Aeneas), son of Nadfraoch, son of Core,
 was the first Christian King of Munster. About the
 year 432 St. Patrick began to propagate the Christian
 faith in Ireland. Aongus, hearing of the Apostle's
 success, arranged a meeting with him at Magh Feimhin.
 He invited the Saint to take up his residence in the
 Royal Palace at Cashel. This was in A.D. 448. It was
 in this palace that Aongus was instructed by St. Patrick
 in the Christian faith, and ultimately baptised by him.
 This created such an impression that many of the nobility
 were led to embrace the faith. A curious incident is

 related in connection with the baptism of Aongus. In
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 the course of the ceremony, the Saint, in the act of
 fixing the lower end of his staff or crozier, which was
 sharp and pointed, in the ground, accidentally pierced
 the foot of Aongus through, but he (Aongus) thinking
 this was part of the ceremony, notwithstanding the
 great pain which he felt, yet out of respect for the
 religion he was embracing patiently endured it until the
 ceremony was over. The King's first act after his
 conversion was the erection of a church at Cashel, which
 was consecrated by St. Patrick. In order to provide
 for the support of the Apostle and his clergy, he ordered
 that every one baptised should pay annually three pence
 to St. Patrick and the Church. But, soon afterwards,
 realising the difficulty the clergy would experience in
 collecting those fees, which would, nmoreover, interfere
 with the discharge of their religious duties, the King
 ordained that the tax should be paid into the public
 exchequer, and he bound himself and his successors to
 deliver annually to the convents and religious houses
 500 cows, 500 bars of iron, 500 shirts, 500 mantles, and
 500 sheep for the support and maintenance of the clergy.
 This tribute was regularly paid until the time of King
 Cormac MacCullinan. It is recorded that Aongus
 retained two Bishops, ten priests, and seventy-two
 persons of other religious Orders to attend to him in his
 Court, to say Mass in his Royal Chapel, and to offer up
 prayers for the happiness of himself and the whole
 Kingdom.

 The religious zeal of Aongus was directed by the
 counsels of St. Patrick, who was his spiritual guide. He
 lost his life at the battle of Cillosnach or Magh Fea, near
 the present town of Old Leighlin. The Annals of the
 Vour Masters give A.D. 489 as the year of his death.
 The Annals of Innisfallen say 48?, while O'Flaherty
 fixes it at 490.

 The reigns of the four immediate successors of
 Aongus may be passed over, as not presenting any
 features of interest. His great grandson, Aodh Duff
 succeeded in 575, and after him followed a few other

 X
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 princes under the law of Tanistry. In 590 Finghin, the
 son of Aodh, came to the throne. In the first year of
 his reign, he, in company with other princes and chiefs,
 attended the Council of Dromkeat, which was convoked
 by Aodh Uariodhnach, the 143rd monarch of Ireland,
 and at which St. Columkille, Abbot of Iona in Scotland,
 was also present. Finghin died in A.D. 619 according
 to the Annals of Innisfallen.

 After Finghin came two other princes in succession,
 namely Aodh-Beannan and Cathal. The latter died in
 627. His successor was Failbe-Flann, the brother of
 Finghin, and ancestor of the MacCarthys, who died in
 637 A.D.

 Cuan, -third cousin once removed of Failbe-Flann,
 succeeded him. He was called the Champion of
 "Leath Mogha." Keating, in his history, holds him
 up as a model of magnificence and liberality, and re-
 counts that he was most charitable to the poor and
 indigent, liberal to men of learning, and hospitable to
 strangers. It is, therefore, all the more to be regretted
 that he lost his life in 648 at the memorable battle of

 Carnconnill, fighting at the head of the Eugenians,
 against Dermond, the son of Aodh Sleine, Monarch of
 Ireland.

 Passing over the reigns of his seven immediate
 successors, we come to Cathal Gionach, who was the
 fourteenth Christian King of the two Munsters. He
 fought a bloody battle in 735 at Bealach Feile with the
 King of Lagenia, in which he ultimately came off
 victorious after very heavy slaughter on both sides.
 Amongst the killed was Cailleach, son of Faohair, King
 of Ossory. Cathal Gionach and Aodh Ollam, Monarch
 of Ireland in 737, at Firdaglas, in Ormond, held a con-
 ference to concert measures for increasing the Church
 revenues, and, to this end, made suitable arrangements.
 The two monarchs entered into a close alliance. In the

 following year, to enforce the terms of the convention,
 they joined forces against the Lagenians. The latter,
 attacked at Athocannuigh, fought with desperate valor.

This content downloaded from 137.99.31.134 on Sun, 12 Jun 2016 05:14:06 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 THE CLANN CARTHAIGH. 169

 Hugh, son of Colgan, the Lagenian King, who led his
 father's army, perished with the flower of the nobility
 and a total loss of 9,000 men. Hugh Ollam was danger-
 ously wounded, and Hugh, son of Murtagh, who shared
 with him the sovereignty, died of the wounds he received.
 Cathal survived the victory for four years, dying in 742.

 Airtre, son of Cathal Gionach, succeeded Tuathal
 as twenty-fourth Christian King of Munster. His reign
 was memorable for the hostile appearance during it of
 the Danes in Ireland. In 815 they landed at a place
 called Caomh-Inis-Obhrathach, on the west coast of
 Munster, with sixty sail and a large army. They
 plundered the coast and pillaged Inis Labhraine and
 Dair Inis, reducing to ashes all towns and monasteries
 which fell in their way. Airtre, on reading of these
 atrocities, hastened to raise an army for the defence of
 the country. He gave battle to the barbarous invaders,
 whom he completely routed, after killing 416 of their
 men. The Danes took to flight, and under cover of the
 darkness of the night managed to escape. They then
 precipitately re-embarked for their own country.

 Feidlim, the son of Criomthan, succeeded to the
 throne of the two Munsters in 807. The Danes who

 had fled back to their own country on their defeat by
 Airtre, after a time returned with another powerful
 fleet, which landed on the coast of Munster with a pitiless
 horde of barbarians, who forthwith proceeded to commit
 wholesale devastation. Feidlim marched against them
 with a large army, and inflicted on them a crushing
 defeat, with great loss of life, and forced the survivors
 to fly the country. Having thus disposed of the
 foreigners, Feidlim turned his attention to his Irish
 enemies. He waged war on Cathal, the son of Olioll,
 King of Hy Maine, and ultimately defeated the

 Connacians in 832 at the battle .of Easroid. He also reduced to subjection the people of Hy Nial and
 Brefney, and was victorious over Nial Caille, the
 Monarch of Ireland. It is said that Feidlim, at the end
 of his life, being remorseful for the ravages committed
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 by his army in his younger days, abdicated the
 sovereignty, took holy orders, and became Archbishop of
 Leath Mogha. He died in 845.

 Otcobar, son of Clonfadith, and great great
 grandson of Aodh-Beanrian, being then Abbot of Emly,
 succeeded to the throne on the death of Feidlim. He
 was of an ambitious and warlike character. He attacked

 near Cashel and put to flight a large body of Danes and
 Norwegians under the command of the redoubtable
 Turgesius, after killing 500 of them. He then followed
 up his victory, and, in union with the King of Lagenia,
 in 849 attacked at Skiath ni Achtair an army of Danes
 led by Tomar, the hereditary prince of Denmark, and
 completely routed them. The Danes lost 1,200 men on
 the field of battle, including their leader, Prince Tomar.
 King Otcobar also fell, as he bravely passed from rank
 to rank, sustaining by his example the courage of the
 Eugenian troops.

 Passing over the reigns of Otcobar's six immediate
 successors, Algenan, Maolgula, Ceanfold O'Maolgula,
 Donoch, Dublachtna, and Fionnguine, which are devoid
 of special interest, we come to that of Cormac Mac
 Cullinan, Archbishop of Cashel, and King of the two
 Munsters. Cormac, who was descended from Breast:il,
 a younger son of Aongus, the first Christian King, was
 born in 837, and was educated in the Abbey of Dysart
 Dermod (still called Castle Dermot), in Leinster.
 Devoted to study from his earliest years, he acquired a
 profound knowledge of theology, ecclesiastical history,
 and human sciences. He will ever be remembered by
 the celebrated " Glossary " called by his name, which is
 the earliest attempt at a vernacular dictionary in any
 European language, and is a monumental store of
 learning. Of his other great work, the Psalter of
 Cashel, only a fragment now remains, though from the
 accounts of three great scholars of the 17th century,
 i.e., Keating, Colgan, and Ware, it must have been
 extant in their time. This work is also attributed to

 St. Benignus, who lived more than three centuries earlier
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 than Cormac. It is possible that he began the work and
 that Cormac enlarged it and brought it up to date.
 Cormac's profound knowledge, no doubt, contributed to
 his elevation to the See of Cashel. He was called to tie

 throne of Munster in 901, when he was 64 years of age,
 by the unanimous voice of the people. In addition to
 his mental qualities, he also possessed those of a wise
 legislator, and, when occasion required, those of a great
 warrior, though he was essentially a man of peace.
 He devoted the first five years of his reign to internal
 reforms and repairing the evils caused by warfare, and
 succeeded in establishing a wise and efficient system
 of administration, and a respect for law and order, which
 brought in its train a revival of commerce and agri-
 culture. But this happy state of affairs was doomed
 to be of short duration, and Cormac, during the latter
 portion of his reign, was, much against his will, engaged
 in continual warfare. This was principally due to the
 strong influence of his Prime Minister, Flahertach Mac
 Ionmhuinen, erstwhile Abbot of Inis Catha (') and of
 the blood royal, who was a very turbulent and unruly
 ecclesiastic. The territory of Lorcan, King of Thomond,
 was invaded by the King of Connacht, and Flann Siona,
 the Monarch of Ireland, took part in this enterprise.
 By the advice of Flahertach (who in this case had some
 justification, as the invasion was wholly unprovoked and
 uncalled-for), Cormac made two campaigns against the
 united forces, and in both was completely victorious.
 Having been so successful, he would now have desired
 to settle down at peace with his neighbours and devote
 his time to the welfare of his subjects. But his irre-
 pressible Prime Minister urged him to invade Leinster
 and demand a tribute from its inhabitants on the plea
 that it formed an integral portion of Leath Mogha. This
 imprudent and ill-starred enterprise was by no means
 agreeable to the King, but he was forced into it by the
 pressure exerted by Flahertach, who was, moreover,

 (5) Now Scattery Island on the Shannon,
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 supported by the leading nobles of the State. He
 therefore made all necessary preparations, and raised a
 considerable army. Having a presentiment that he
 would not return alive from the expedition, he sent for
 Congol, his confessor, and made his peace with God.
 He also made his will, in which he bequeathed rich
 donations to the religious establishments. In the
 beginning of August, 908, he marched to the frontier of
 Leinster. Before crossing it he sent a herald to Carrol,
 son of Muiregan, King of the country, formulating his
 demands. The herald returned with ambassadors, who
 were commissioned by Carrol to propose a treaty and
 cessation of arms till it took effect. It was also proposed
 to send hostages, and Carrol further sought to pave the
 way with a large sum of money and costly presents,
 which were brought and laid before the King of Munster.
 Whether Carrol was sincere in his proposals, or
 treacherously wished to gain time, it is certain that the
 implacable Flahertach would not hear of any cessation
 of hostilities, and insisted on Cormac's leading on his
 army to the conflict. Cormac concentrated all his forces
 near the Bridge of Leighlin, and marched to the plains
 of Moy-Ailbe. Flahertach and the King of Ossory
 commanded the right wing, and Cormac MacMothlaigh,
 King of Desies, the left, whilst the King of Munster
 himself led the centre. The Lagenian army being five
 times as large as that of Munster, and therefore confident
 of success, fell on the Momonians with such irresistible
 fury that they caused a general rout of the latter. This
 was partly due to the treacherous conduct of Ceilliochair,
 the brother of Cingegan (Cormac's immediate predecessor
 on the throne of Munster), who rode through the ranks
 and urged the Momonians to seek safety in flight, and
 also to the cowardice of Ceallach Mac Carrol, one of the
 principal commanders of the Munster army, who rode
 out of the field at full speed, telling his men to look out
 for themselves. It was in vain that' Cormac tried to

 rally his forces. He was thrown from his horse into a
 ravine, from which being extricated, and provided with
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 a fresh horse, he rode to the summit of a hill to
 reconnoitre his forces. His horse, making a false step,
 rolled with its rider to the foot of the hill, Cormac's
 back and neck being thereby broken. Some soldiers of
 the enemy inhumanly mangled his body, and, cutting
 off his head, bore it to Flann Siona, the Monarch of
 Ireland (who was assisting the forces of Leinster, and
 really enabled them to gain the victory). Flann, how-
 ever, far from applauding his soldiers for what they
 had done, took in his hands and kissed the head of the
 old King, showing thereby that his feelings of pleasure
 were, for the moment, eclipsed by the impression made
 on him by this terrible wind-up of his venerable
 adversary's career.

 Cormac Mac Cullinan was succeeded by Lorcan, the
 son of Conlegan. Some say that he was a Dalcassian
 Prince and the son of Lachtna, King of Thomond, and
 that Cormac, just before the battle which proved fatal
 to him, sent for this Prince, whom he then selected as
 his successor. As it is clear from the authentic annals

 of Ireland that Olioll Flann Mor and the forty-four
 sovereigns who succeeded him (ending with Feargradh,
 who was killed in 960), were all of the Eugenian stock,
 the first Dalcassian who interrupted this long succession
 of Eugenians being Mahon, son of Kennedy, who suc-
 ceeded Feargradh; it is fair to conclude that Lorcan,
 too, belonged to the Eugenian stock.

 Lorcan was succeeded by the once turbulent Bishop
 Flahertach, who after spending some time in captivity,
 subsequent to the death of Cormac Mac Cullinan, had, on
 being restored to liberty, retired to his former Abbey of
 Inis Catha. From this retreat he was called to the
 throne, in succession to Lorcan. He governed ti e
 country for many years with great success, for he proved
 a sober and discreet ruler, and won the affection of the
 people.

 Ceallachan, son of Buodachan (commonly known tas
 "Callaghan Cashel"), succeeded in 944 on the death of
 Flahertach. The latter had some years before declared
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 him his "tanist," and had given him the command of
 the provincial troops. In this capacity Ceallachan
 rendered important services. In 936 he took possession
 of Clon-Mac-Nois, in Meath, and in 939 of Cluain-Irard,
 Cluain Aineach, aid Cill-aice, from which he carried Off
 a rich spoil. In the last expedition he was aided by a
 body of Danes; but from 941 he turned his arms against
 those foreigners, who had invaded the province of Decies
 and Derkaferna, in Ossory. He slew some 2,000 of
 them. These successes were, however, followed by heavy
 reverses. Murtagh, son of Niall Glanduff, a former
 Monarch of Ireland, in order to avenge the depredations
 committed by Callaghan in Meath some years previously,
 made a sudden descent on Cashel, took Callaghan
 prisoner, and delivered him over to Donogh, son of Flann
 Siona, then Monarch of Ireland. The illustrious captive
 was, however, soon released.

 On Callaghan's accession to the throne of Munster,
 and to that of " Leath Mogha," there appeared on the
 scene a formidable competitor, in the person of Kennedy,
 King of Thomond, father of the celebrated Brian Boru.
 Kennedy, on hearing of Flahertach's death, convoked
 all the States of the Kingdom at Gleannamhain, and put
 forward his claims. But the mother of Callaghan,
 appearing at the assembly, advocated the rights of her
 son so clearly and fearlessly, and at the same time so
 pathetically, that the Prince of Thomond was quite won
 over, and generously admitted the justice of her argu-
 ments. According to some annalists, it would appear
 that the contest between the rival claimants was not

 decided on bloodlessly, and that it was only after a hard-
 fought battle and victory at Magh Duine that Callaghan
 secured his seat on the throne. But whether this was
 so or not, it is certain that he and Kennedy were ever
 after steadfast friends and allies.

 Even after his accession to the throne, Callaghan's
 reign was disturbed by frequent incursions of the Danes.
 When they found they could not succeed by force, they
 had recourse to treachery. The Danes were then under
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 the command of Sitric, the son of Turgesius. This
 General, by advice of his Council, sent a messenger to
 Callaghan to notify his strong desire for peace and a
 good understanding between their respective nation-
 alities. He offered to enter into an offensive and

 defensive alliance with Callaghan; and, as an earnest of
 his good intentions, undertook to send suitable hostages.
 He also offered to let Callaghan have his sister Bevionn
 in marriage. But his real intention was, by treachery,
 to get Callaghan into his hands, and murder him and
 his retinue. Sitric communicated this plot to Donogh,
 son of Flann Siona, who commanded, and encouraged it.
 Callaghan fell into the trap laid for him, all the more
 easily as he was transported with joy at the idea of a
 marriage with Bevionn, the fame of whose beauty had
 reached his ears. He therefore accepted Sitric's invita-
 tion, and set out for Dublin with a large retinue. But
 on arriving near the city he was surrounded by an armed
 force of Danes; and, in spite of a gallant resistance on
 the part of his retinue, he and Dunchaun, the son
 of Kennedy, who accompanied him, were seized and
 carried off as captives to Armagh. Kennedy, on
 hearing of the capture of Callaghan, and of his own son,
 was furious. He forthwith set to work to assemble a

 large force for the rescue of the captives. The command
 of the army was entrusted to the brave General, Donogh
 Mac Keeffe, Prince of Fearmuighe. (') Murtagh, son
 of Glanduff, Callaghan's old adversary, sent secret
 intelligence to Armagh of the approach of the Momonian
 army. Consequently, when the latter reached Armagh
 they found that Callaghan and Dunchuan had been
 removed from the castle where they had been in confine-
 ment, and conveyed back to Sitric, who sent them on
 ship board. Donogh Mac Keeffe and His army marched
 into Dundalk, and, on reaching that place, discovered
 that the captives were confined on board one of the
 vessels of the Danish Fleet, then near Dundalk, and that

 (6) The modern Fermoy in Co. Cork.
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 the Danes, too, had taken to their ships. Very
 fortunately, at this conjuncture, the Momonians in a
 short time espied another fleet of ships steering in
 regular order towards the Danish fleet. This turned
 out to be the Fleet of Munster, under the command of
 their Admiral, Failbhe Fionn, (7) the Prince of
 Corcaguiny. The latter fell upon and boarded the ship
 where Sitric and his two brothers, Thor and Magnus,
 were; and, after a severe conflict, succeeded in rescuing
 Callaghan, whom he left in charge of the ship. In the
 course of the fight which followed the brave Admiral
 of Munster lost his life. Notwithstanding this great
 loss, the Munster men maintained the fight with
 incredible bravery, and ultimately gaining an advantage,
 boarded most of the Danish ships, killing and destroying
 all before them, until finally victory declared itself for
 them. During the conflict, Fiongall, a valiant Irish
 commander, grasping Sitric by the collar, threw himself
 with him in his arms into the sea, where they both
 perished. Sitric's brothers, Thor and Magnus, met with
 the same fate. After this great victory, Callaghan put
 himself at the head of his army, and marched towards
 Munster. He encountered much opposition on the way,
 from Murtagh Mac Flann, King of Leinster, but he
 gave no quarter, and at length Murtagh had to withdraw
 his forces. Callaghan then returned to his capital, and
 settled down to the government of his Kingdom. After
 his experience of the treachery of the Danes, he resolved
 to fall upon them in every part of his realm. He
 attacked them with fury in and about Limerick and
 elsewhere, and quelled them so thoroughly that they
 gave no more trouble durin'g his reign.

 The successors of Callaghan were Maolfogartach
 Dubhdavoren, son of Donally, and Feargradh, son ot
 Algenan. The last-mentioned was slain in A.D. 960 by
 Maolmuadh (8), son of Brian, who thereupon claimed the
 vacant position and became King of Munster. This

 (7) Of the family of Falvey or O'Falvey, who were the hereditary Admirals of
 Desmond.

 (8) Sometimes written Maelmoradh. The anglicised form is' Myles."
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 XMaolmuadh was head of the clan called "Eoghanact
 Ui Eachach, who in after times assumed the name
 O'Mahony, and was descended from Cas, younger brother
 of Nadfraoch, son of Corc. Mahon, the son of Kennedy,
 King of Thomond, and brother of Brian Boru, was, at
 the time of Maolmuadh's accession, occupied in fighting
 the Danes. When he had succeeded in freeing his
 country from their thraldom, he turned his attention to
 the Irish tribes. He made an expedition against
 Maolmuadh, carried away his hostages, and ultimately,
 in 970, succeeded in ousting him from the sovereignty
 of Munster. Mahon held it for six years. At the end
 of that time a confederacy was formed against him by
 Maolmuadh, Donovan son of Cahall, and the Danish
 chiefs Imar of Limerick and his son Dubhgen. Mahon,
 being treacherously seized by Donovan in the latter's
 house, into which he had been inveigled, was delivered
 up to Maolmuadh, and by him slain. Maolmuadh now
 resumed the sovereignty, and held it for two years. Then
 came retribution and the battle of Bealach Leachta, near
 Macroom, where Maolmuadh fell fighting against Brian,
 and with him 1,200 men, composed of both " Gaels"
 and " Galls," whom he had enlisted on his side. With
 him ended the long succession of Eugenian monarchs
 who had exclusively occupied the throne of Munster for
 so many centuries.

 It will be observed that the arrangement, said to
 have been made by Olioll Olum, whereby the sovereignty
 of Munster should be held alternately by the Eugenians
 and Dalcassians, was not carried into effect, but from
 the death of Mogh Corb, the son of Cormac Cas, down to
 the accession of Mahon, son of Kennedy, the throne was
 occupied exclusively by the Eugenians, the progeny of
 Cormac Cas during all that time trusting to the
 sovereignty of Thomond. Now, some doubt whether
 such an arrangement or will was ever made. On the
 whole, it is not improbable that Olioll Olum did make
 some such disposition, but he must have been of a
 sanguine temperament if he expected that it would be
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 peaceably carried out for any length of time. It is also
 stated that Cormac Cas, on succeeding to the throne,
 arranged with Fiacha Maol Leathan that, instead of the
 whole of Munster being ruled alternately by Eugenians
 and Dalcassians, it should be divided into two parts,
 namely--Desmond, to be ruled by the Eugenians, and
 Thomond, by the Dalcassians.

 Be that as it may, it is clear that, as has been
 above mentioned, during the period elapsing from the
 death of Mogh Corb in A.D. 291 down to the accession
 of Mahon about 970, the throne of Munster was occupied
 exclusively by the Eugenians, with their seat of govern-
 ment at Cashel. Their right had become prescriptive,
 and was, to all intents and purposes, unquestioned.
 During this period of seven centuries there were in all
 forty-five rulers. The rule of succession followed was
 one whereby each ruler was succeeded by some other
 member of the sept, not necessarily his son or even a
 near relative, but some one in whom were combined the
 necessary capacity and experience. The tanist or heir
 presumptive was generally chosen in the lifetime of the
 reigning sovereign, and was entrusted with high military
 or administrative functions. He was sometimes a near

 relative of the sovereign, sometimes a distant relative.
 It is noticeable that, except in the first few generations,
 when the clansmen were few in number, there were no
 instances of a son directly succeeding his father. As in
 the course of those seven centuries there were some

 twenty or more generations, naturally the sept spread
 out into a large number of branches, and it is interesting
 to note that, in practice, each ruler was almost invariably
 succeeded by a member of a different branch. The
 elections must have been, on the whole, made in a very
 impartial manner, and in such a way that every branch
 or sub-branch had a "look-in" at some time or other,
 subject of course to the provision that the person chosen
 was competent and desirable. The continuance of the
 same system for so many centuries, without any break,
 in itself points to the conclusion that it must have been
 eminently successful. The elections of the various rulers
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 seem generally to have been peaceably accepted, and
 there is no record of internal troubles arising from
 disputed successions. It may be assumed that a country
 so free from such distressing influences was fairly well
 governed and prosperous, though during the 9th and
 10th centuries the frequent raids of the T)anes must have
 caused a good deal of disturbance.

 It may be mentioned that of the forty-five Kings
 who ruled during those seven centuries, about thirty
 died in their "beds," the rest having fallen in battle
 or by deeds of violence. Of course this does not indicate
 an ideal state of things, and leaves much to be desired.
 But, considering that the time was warlike and
 turbulent, the Kingdom of the two Munsters, in those
 far off centuries, may in this respect well bear com-
 parison with other countries during that period. It
 will be seen that the Kings reigned for an average period
 of 15d years.

 Only the most remarkable and distinguished of
 them have been noticed in the foregoing pages, and
 even of these all were not direct ancestors of the Mac-
 Carthys. Out of the forty-five Kings already referred
 to, only nine were direct ancestors of that sept, namely
 -(1) Olioll Flann Beg, (2) Corc, (3) Nadfraoch,
 (4) Aongus, (5) Feidlim I., (6) Aodh Duff, (7) Failbe
 Flann, (8) Colgan, and (9) Callaghan Cashel, though
 all the others were collaterally related. The direct
 ancestors of the O'Sullivans were the first six of those
 just mentioned, and also Finghin and Maonach.
 Aongus, Eochaidh, Criomthan Sreib, Cairbre Crom,
 Cathal, Cugan Mathair, Finguine, Cathal Gionach,
 Airtre, and Cingegan were ancestors of the O'Keeffes.
 The Mahonys had a notable ancestor in the person of
 Maolmuadh. Feidlim II., King of Munster about
 585 A.D, is also claimed as an ancestor of theirs as being
 son of Tigernach. But, according to other authorities,
 this Feidlim was a son of Cairbre Crom, the great
 grandson of Aongus. Dubhdavoren, King of Munster,
 who died about 957 or 959, was a direct ancestor of the
 Q'Donoghues.

 (TO BE CONTINUED),
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